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Next o a great Forest there lived a poor woodcutter with his wife and his
two children. The boy's name was Hansel and the girls nome was Gretel He had
but little to eat, and once, when a great Fomine come to the land, he could ho
longer provide even their daily bread
One evening as he wos lying in bed worrying about his problems, he sighed and
said to his wifFe, "What is to become of us? How can we feed our chidren
when we have nothing for ourselves?"
'Man, do you know what?" answered the woman. ‘Early tomorrow morning we
will take the two chidren out into the thickest part of the woods, make a Fire
for them, and give each of them a little piece of bread, then leave them by
themselves and go off to our work. They will not Find their way back home,
and we will be rid of them
'"No, womah," said the man. ‘| will hot do that. How could | bring myc;el‘(: to abandon
my own children alone in the woods? Wild animals would soon come and tear
them to pieces’
'Oh, you Fool" she said, “then all four of us will starve. Al you can do is to plane
the boards For our coffins' And she gave him no peace until he agreed.
'But | do Feel sorry For the poor chidren' said the man
The two children had not been able to fall asleep because of their hunger, and
they heard what the stepmother had said to the Fother. Gretel cried bitter
tears and said to Hanse) "It is over with usl'
'Be quiet, Gretel' said Hansel, ‘and don't worry. | know what to do'

Ca

And as sooh as the adults had Fdllen asleep, he got up,
pulled on his jacket, opened the lower door, and crept
outside. The moon was shining brightly, and the white
pebbles in Front of the house were glistening like siver
coins. Hansel bent over and Filed his jocket pockets
with them, as many as would Fit.

Then he went back into the house and said, 'Don’t

worry, Gretel Sleep well. God wil not Forsake us'"
Then he went back to bed.
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At daybreok, even before sunrise, the woman came and woke the two
chidren ‘Get up, you lazybones. We are going into the woods to fFetch wood'
Then she gave each one a little piece of bread saying 'Here is something for
midday. Don't eat it any sooner, For you'll not get any more'
Gretel put the bread under her apron because Hansel's pockets were full of
stones. Then adll together they set Forth into the woods. After they had woalked
a lithe way, Hansel began stopping again and again and looking back toward the
house. The father said, "Hanse), why are you stopping and looking back? Pay
attention now, and don't Forget your legs'
'Oh, Father," said Hansel, "I am looking at my white cat that is sitting on the
rook and wonts to say good-bye to me'
The woman said, "You ool that isnt your cat That's the morning sun shining on
the chimney."

However, Hansel had not been looking at his cat
but instead hod been dropping the shiny pebbles
From his pocket onto the path When they
arrived in the middle of the woods, the Father
said, "You children gother some wood, and | will
moke a Fire so you won't Freeze'

Hansel and Gretel aa+hered together some twigs,

a Pile as hiﬂh as a small mountain.

The +wias were set afire, and when the Flames were burnina well, the woman
said, 'Lie down by the Fire and rest. We will go into the woods to cut wood
When we are finished, we wil come back and get you.'

Honsel and Gretel sat by the Fire. When midday came each one ate his little
piece of bread Because they could hear the blows of an ax, they thought
that the Father was near‘by. However, it was hot an ax. t was a branch that
he had tied to a dead tree and that the wind was beating back and Forth.
Alter they had sat there a long time, their eyes grew weary ond closed, and
they Fell sound sleep. When they Finally awoke, it was dark ot night.

Gretel begon to cry and said, "How will we get out of woods?"' Hansel
comborted her, "Wait a litHe until the moon comes up, and then welll Find the

[

way.



After the Full moon had come up, Hansel
took his little sister by the hond They
Followed the pebbles that glistened there
ke newly minted coins, showing them the
way. They walked thiroughout the entire
hight, and as morhing was breaking, they
arrived at the Father's house.

They knocked on the door, and when the
woman opened it and saw that it was Hansel
and Gretel, she said, "You wicked chidren,
why did you sleep so long in the woods?

We thought that you did hot want to come back." But the Father was overjoyed
when he saw his chidren once more, for he had not wanted to leave them alone.

sVo-

Not long ofterward there was once again great heed everywhere, and one

evening the chidren heard the step-mother say to the Father,

'We have again eaten up everything We have orly a half- loak of bread, and then
the song will be over. We must get rid of the chidren. We will take them deeper
into the woods, so they will not Find their way out. Otherwise there wil be no
help For us'

The man was very disheartened, and he thought, it would be better to share the
last bit with the chidren

But the woman would hot listen to him, scolded him, and criticised him.

The children were stil awake and had overheard the conversation. When the
adults were asleep, Hansel got up again and woanted to gather pebbles as he had
done before, but the woman had locked the door, and Hansel could not get out.
But he comforted his little sister and said, 'Dont cry, Gretel Sleep well God wil
help us

Early the next morning the woman came and got the children From their beds.
They received their little pieces of bread even less than the last time. On the
way to the woods, Hansel crumbled his piece in his pocket, then often stood stil,
and threw crumbs onto the @rouncl.
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‘Hansel, why are you dlways stopping and |ool<inﬂ around?" said his father. 'Keep

walknna straight ohead"
I can see my Plaeoh 9|++|r\g oh the roof H wants to say aood one to me.

'Fool" said the woman, “that isn't your Plﬂeoﬂ. That's the mor'nmg sun Ghll’llha on the
chimney.’

But litte by little Hansel dropped all the crumbs onto the path The woman took
them deeper into the woods than they had ever been in their whole liFetime.

Once again, a large Fire was made, and the mother said, 'Sit here, chidren. I+ you
get tired you can sleep a little. We are going into the woods to cut wood. We will
come and get you in the evening when we are Finished"

When it was midday, Giretel shared her breod with Hansel, who had scattered his
piece dlong the path. Then they Fell asleep, and evening passed, but ho one came to

/)

get the poor chidren. f\D Y

4 was dark ot night when they awoke, and

Haonsel comforted Gretel and said, "Wait, when \\\\$

the moon comes up | wil be able to see the Q(

crumbs of bread that | scattered, and they & (/ . ys
will show us the way back home'’ L/// J=— \%S?:{/ 2\'5/
When the moon appeared, they got up, but < TN
they could not Find any crumbs, For the ~\ / a} Q) '
ma:\ly thousands of Iair?;ls that Fly about in é/*'-k) é—l')(, q"')

the woods and in the Fields had pecked them \\\\q R n\
up. Hansel said to Gretel, "We will Find our & (CL\ gk.\\
way," but they did not Find it. They walked oot o

thirough the entire night and the next day From

morning until evening, but they did not find their way out of the woods. They were
terribly hungry, for they had eaten only a Few small berries that were growing
on the 3r‘ouna|. And because they were so tired that their legs would no longer
carry them, they lay down under a tree and Fell asleep. t was already the third
morhing since they had left the Father's house. They started walking again, but
manaaed only o go deeper and deeper into the woods. I help did hot come soon,
they would perish At miclday, they saw a little show-white bird sitting on a branch
i sang so Iaeau’ril:ully that they stopped to listen. When it wos Finished, it stretched

its wings and Flew in Front of them



They followed it until they came to a little house. The bird sat on the rook, and
when +hey came closer, +hey saw that the little house was built en’rirely From
bread with a roof made of cake, and the windows were

made of clear sugoar.

‘Let's help ourselves to a 3oocl meal,"
said Hansel. 'l eat a piece of the roof,
and Gretel, you eat From the window.

That wil be sweet
Hansel reached up and broke ofF a little of the rook
to see how it tasted, whie Gretel stood next to the /““
windowpanec; and was niblalinﬁ at them Then a gentle ¢

voice caled out From inside:

The chidren answered:

Whe is nif8ling at my Rouse?
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The wind, the wind,

The heavenly child.

They continued to eat, without being distracted Hansel, who very much liked
the taste of the roof, tore down another large piece, and Gretel poked out
an entire round windowpane. suddenly the door opened, and a woman, as old as
the hills and |ean'|n.3 on a crutch, came creeping out. Hansel and Gretel were so
Priathened that they dropped what they were holding in their hands. But the
old woman shook. her head and said,

'Oh, you dear chidren, who brought you here? Just come in and stay with me.
No harm wil come to \/ou."
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She took them by the hand and led them into her house. Then she served them a
ﬂood meal: mik. and poncakes with sugar, apples, and nuts. Afterwards she made
two hice beds for them, decked in white. Hansel and Gretel went to bed, thinking
+hey were in heaven.

But the old womoan had only pretended to be ﬁrienclly. She was a wicked witch
who wos lying in wait there for chidren she had built her house of bread only in
order to lure them to her, and it she captured one, she would kil him cook him,
and eat him; and For her that was a day to celebrate. Witches have red eyes and
cannot see very far, but they have a sense ok smell like animals, ond know when
humans are approaching When Hansel and Gretel came near to her, she laualned
wickedly and spoke scornkully,

Early the next morning before they awoke,
she got up, went to their beds, and looked at
the two of them lying there so peacetully,
with their full red cheeks. ‘They will be a
good mouthful' she mumbled to herself. Then
she 3r‘al0laed Hansel with her withered hand

and carried him to a little stal, where she
locked him behind a cage door. Cry as he might,

there was no help for him

Then she shook Gretel and cried, ‘Get up, Iazylaones! Fetch water and cook
something good For your brother. He is locked outside in the stall and is to be
Fattened up. When he is fat, | om going to eat him'

Gretel began to cry, but it was all For nothing She had to do what the witch
demanded. Now Hansel was given the best things to eat every day, but Gretel
received no’rhing but cr‘a\/ﬁsh shells. Every morning the old woman crept out to
the stall and shouted, "Hansel, stick. out your Finger, so | can feel it you are Fat
ye+."



==

But Hansel stuck out a litte bone, and the old woman, who had bad eyes and
could hot see the bone, thought it was Honsel's Pinaer, and she wondered why he

didn't get Fat. "
aXlom

When four weeks had Passed and Hansel was still +hin, impatience overcame her,

and she would wait ho longer. "Hey, Gretel' she shouted to the girl, "Hurry up and
fFetch some water. Whether Hansel is Fat or thin, tomorrow | am going to
sloughter him and boil him

Oh, how the poor little sister sobbed as she was Forced to carry the water,
ond how the tears streamed down her cheeks!

'Dear God, please help us,' she cried. 'tk only the wild animals had devoured us in
the woods, then we would have died together '

'Save your slobbering ' said the old woman. ‘it doesn't help you at all’

The next morning Grretel had to get up early, hang up the kettle with water, and
make a Fire.

'First we are going to bake,' said the old woman 'l have dlready mode a Fire in
the oven and kneaded the dough'

She pushed poor Gretel outside to the oven From which Fiery
Fomes were leaping 'Climb in" said the witch, ‘and see it it is
hot enough to put the bread in yet' When Gretel was

inside, she intended to close the oven, and bake her, and

eat her as well

But Gretel saw what she had in mind, so she said,

"I dont know how to do that. How can | get inside?"

"S'l'uPid ﬂoose,“ said the old woman. The opening is Iaia

]
\_L /
enough. See, | m\/c;elll could get in' And she crawled .‘ .“
[ [

NLLLLLR S

up aond stuck her head into the oven.
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Then Gretel gave her a shove, cousing her to Fall in. Then she closed the iron
door and secured it with a bar. The old woman began to howl PriathPully. But
aretel ran away, ond the witch burned up miserably. Gretel ran straight to
Haonsel, unlocked his stall, and cried "Hansel we are saved. The old witch is
dead

Then Hansel Jumped out, like a bird from its cage wheh someone opens its
door. How happy they werel They threw their arms around each other’s
necks, jumped with joy, and kissed one another. Because they now had nothing
to Fear, they went into the witch's house. In every corner were chests of
pearls and precious stones.

‘These are better than pebbles,’ said Hansel, I:illina his pockets. \
Gretel said, I wil take some home with me as well," and she Filed
her apron Full

'But how we must leave," said Hansel, 'and get out of these

witch-woods"

After walking a few hours, they arrived at a large

body of water. "We cannot get across,’ said Hansel. 'l cannot
see a walkway or a lar'idge."

‘There are no boats here,' answered Gretel, 'but there is a white duck
swimming, IE 1 ask it it wil help us across’

Duckling, The duckling came up to them, and

duckling,
Here stand Gretel and Hansel.
Neither a walkway nor a bridge,
Take us onto your white back

Hansel climbed onto it, then asked his

litHe sister to sit down next o him.

‘No," answered Gretel

"That would be too heavy
For the ducklina. 4 should
toke us across one at a

time."
That is what the 3ooc|
animal did.




9

When they were sakely on the other side, and hod
walked on a little whie, the woods grew more and
more Familior to them, and Finally they saw the
Father's house in the distance. They began to run,
rushed inside, and threw their arms around the
Foather's neck.

The man hod not hod even one happy hour since he had left the children in the
woods. However, the womon had died. Gretel shook out her apron, scattering
pearls and precious stones around the room, and Hansel added to them by
thirowing one handful after the other from his pockets.

&) e

Now dll their cares were at an end, and they lived happily together.
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A mouse has wun.
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