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Owls hunt in darkness.

There are more than 200 species of owl.

Owls live on every continent except Antarctica.

All owls share some key features. These are sharp talons, hooked
bills and heads that swivel around in almost any direction.

Owls cannot move their eyes and have to turn their whole head in
the direction they want to look.

Owls have sof plumage (feathers). This makes them very good
hunters because they can fly silently.

Their special feathers make a velvety, soft covering to absorb
the sound they make.
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Most birds flap noisily when they fly but owls don't because of
their feathers.

They are good hunters because their prey can't hear them
coming.

Owls swallow their prey whole and regurgitate (vomi) bits they
can't digest properly as pellets. These pellets can be fur, bones
or claws.
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If you look at an ow's pellet you can work out what animals they
have been eating.

Owls are good parents and bring food to their nestlings.

A nestling is a bird that is not ready to leave the nest yet.

Owl parents rip up food so that the nestlings can eat it easily.
This food is usually meat.

Nestlings are looked af ter by their parents until they are fully
feathered but this could take weeks or months.

Many owls hoot but some species have their own noises.

Some species of owl are Oriental Scops Owl, Barred Owl and
Eastern Screech Owl.





