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They Followed it until they came to a little house. The bird sat on the rook, and
when +Iney came closer, +|ney saw that the little house was built er\ﬁrely From
bread with a roof made of coke, and the windows were

made of clear sugar.

‘Let's help ourselves o a good meal '
said Hansel. 'l eat a piece of the rook,
and Gretel you eat From the window.

That wil be sweet"
Hansel reached up and broke off a little of the roof
to see how it tasted, while Gretel stood next to the /“‘
ind d bbling ot + ¢
windowpanes and was nipbling a hem. Then a 3er\+\e

voice called out From inside:

The chidren answered:

Whe iy niBling at my fieuse?
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The wind, the wind,

The heavenly child.

They continued to eat, without being distracted Hansel who very much liked
the taste of the roof, tore down another large piece, and Gretel poked out
an entire round windowpoane. Suddenly the door opened, and a womoan, as old as
the hils and leaning on a crutch came creeping out. Hansel and Gretel were so
Pr'iahi-ened that they dropped what they were holding in their hands. But the
old woman shook. her head and said,

'Oh, you dear chidren, who brought you here? Just come in and stay with me.
No harm wil come to you."
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She took them by the hand and led them into her house. Then she served them a
good meal: milk. ond pancokes with sugar, apples, and nuts. Afterwards she made
two hice beds for them decked in white. Hansel and Gretel went to bed, thinking
they were in heaven
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But the old woman had only pretended to be Priendly. She was a wicked witch
who was lying in wait there For children she hod built her house of bread only in
order to lure them to her, and it she captured one, she would kil him, cook him,
and eat him; and for her that was a day to celebrate. Witches have red eyes and
cannot see very for, but they have a sense of smell like animals, and know when
humans are aPProaching, When Hansel and Gretel come near to her, she Iaughed
wickedly and spoke scornfully,

Early the next morning before they awoke,
she got up, went to their beds, and looked at
the two of them lying there so peacekdly,
with their full red cheeks. 'They will be a
good mouthful" she mumbled to herself Then
she grabbed Hansel with her withered hand

and carried him to a little stal, where she
locked him behind a coge door. Cry as he might,

there was no help for him

Then she shook Gretel and cried ‘Get up, |azybones! Fetch water and cook
something 3ood For your brother. He is locked outside in the stall and is to be
Fattened up. When he is £at, | am going to eat him'

Gretel began to cry, but it was dll For nothing She had to do what the witch
demanded. Now Hansel was given the best things to eat every day, but Gretel
received nothing but crayﬁigln shells. Every morning the old woman crept out to
the stall and shouted, "Hansel, stick out your Finger, so | can feel i you are Fat
ye+."



