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PETER PAN BY JA. BARRIE

EXTRACT - NEVERLAND

The character Peter Pan first appeared in Scottish writer J. M. Barrie’s
1902 novel, The Little White Bird, written for adults. He was next used in
the stage play Peter Pan, also called, The Boy Who Wouldn't Grow Up,
‘which premiered in London on 27 December 1904 and became an
instant success. Several more recent films such as ‘Hook’, Disney’s ‘Peter
Pan’ and ‘Finding Neverland" have kept the characters alive for fans to
enjoy

In this story, the three children from the Darling family journey to the
magical land of Neverland with Peter Pan, a boy who flies into their
room at night looking for his shadow. They have adventures with the
Lost Boys who live there and battle the fearsome pirate, Captain Hook.

I you shut your eyes and are a lucky one, you may sometimes see a
shapeless pool of lovely pale colours suspended in the darkness; then if
you squeeze your eyes tighter, the pool begins to take shape, and the
colours become 5o vivid that with another squeeze they might set on
fire. But just before this you see the lagoon. This is the nearest you ever
getto it, just one moment; if there could be two moments you might see
the surf and hear the mermaids singing.
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“The children often spent long summer days on this lagoon, swimming or
floating most of the time, playing the mermaid games in the water. You
must not think from this that the mermaids were on friendly terms with
them: on the contrary, it was among Wendy's lasting regrets that all the
time she was on the island she never had a polite word from one of
them.

‘When she crept softly to the edge of the lagoon she might see them,
especially on the rocks, where they loved to bask, combing out their hair
in a lazy way that quite irritated her. She sometimes swam to within a
yard of them, but then they saw her and dived, probably splashing her
with their tails, not by accident, but on purpose.

‘The most haunting time to see them s ot the turn of the moon, when
they utter strange wailing cries; but the lagoon is dangerous for mortals.
then, and Wendy had never seen it by moonlight. She was often there:
on sunny days after rain, when the mermaids come up in extroordinary
numbers to play with their bubbles made in rainbow water which they
treatlike bals, hitting them happily from one to another with their tails,
and trying to keep them in the rainbow till they burst. The goals are at
each end of the rainbow, and the keepers only are allowed to use their’
hands. Sometimes a dozen of these games will be going on in the
lagoon at a time, and it is quite a pretty sight.

But the moment the children tried to join in they had to play by
themselves, for the mermaids immediately disoppeared..




