After the Full moon had come up, Hansel
took his little sister by the hand. They
Followed the pebbles that glistened there
like newly minted coins, showing them the
way. They walked thiroughout the entire
night, and as morning was breaking, they
arrived at the Father's house.

They knocked on the door, and when the
woman opened it and saw that it was Hansel
and Gretel, she said, "You wicked chidren,
why did you sleep so long in the woods?

We thought that you did hot want 1o come back.' But the father was overjoyecl
wheh he saw his chidren once more, for he had not wanted to leave them alone.
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Not long afterward there was once again great heed everywhere, and one

evening the children heard the step-mother say to the Father,

‘We have again eaten up everything We have only a half loak of bread, and then
the song will be over. We must get rid of the chidren We wil take them deeper
into the woods, so they will not Find their way out. Otherwise there will be no
help For us!'

The man woas very disheartened, and he thought, ‘it would be better to share the
last bit with the chidren.

But the woman would not listen to him, scolded him, and criticised him.

The chidren were stil awake and had overheard the conversation. When the
adults were asleep, Hansel got up again and wanted to gather pebbles as he had
done before, but the woman had locked the door, and Hansel could not get out.
But he comforted his little sister and said, 'Don't cry, Gretel Sleep well God wil
help us.’

Early the next morning the womoan came and got the chidren From their beds.
They received their little pieces of bread, even less than the last time. On the
way to the woods, Hansel crumbled his piece in his pocket, then often stood stil,
and threw crumbs onto the 3round.
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"Hanse), why are you always stopping and Iookina around?" said his Father. "Keep

walkina straight ahead'
| can see my pigeon 9i++ing oh the roof 1 wants to say ﬂood—b\/e to me."

‘Fool" said the woman, "that isn't your pigeon. That's the morning sun shining on the
chimney.”

But little by litte Hansel dropped adll the crumbs onto the path. The woman took
them deeper into the woods than they had ever been in their whole liFetime.

Once ogain, a large Fire was made, and the mother said, 'Sit here, chidren I you
get tired you coan sleep a little. We are going into the woods to cut wood We wil
come and get you in the evening when we are Finished"

When it was midday, Giretel shared her bread with Honsel, who had scattered his
piece adlong the path. Then they Fel asleep, ond evening passed, but no one came to

get the poor children ‘ }\/) )é

it was dark at night when they awoke, and \X\/ g

Hansel comforted Gretel and said, "Wait, when \\\$

the moonh comes up | will be able to see the Q(‘f
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up. Hansel said to Gretel, "We will Find our 3\4 ,L\\ &X\\
way," but they did not Find it. They wolked ol o

through the entire night and the next day from

morning until evening, but they did not Find their way out of the woods. They were
terribly hungry, £or they had eaten only a few small berries that were growing
oh the 3r'ouncl. And becouse they were so tired that their legs would no longer
carry them, they lay down under a tree and Fel asleep. It was alreody the third
morning since they had left the Father's house. They started walking again, but
mar‘naﬂed only to go deeper and deeper into the woods. It help did hot come soon,
they would perish. At midday, they saw a little snow-white bird sitting on a branch
it song so beauﬁﬁully that they stopped to listen When it wos Finished, it stretched
its wings and Flew in Front of them



